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Abstract

This research explores the influence of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi’s extremist discourse with-
in Islamic extremism. By conducting a content analysis of al-Baghdadi’s speeches and letters, 
the study reveals how he skillfully blends Quranic verses with promises of grandeur and utopia, 
resonating with some Muslim youth. Despite ISIS’s inability to establish a global caliphate, its 
ideology remains appealing to certain individuals.

The study utilizes the Elaboration Likelihood Model (ELM) by Petty and Cacioppo, identify-
ing two key persuasion routes: the Central Route, based on logic and evidence, and the Peripheral 
Route, based on emotional appeals and simple narratives. Al-Baghdadi mainly uses the Peripheral 
Route, employing vivid imagery and emotional language to attract vulnerable individuals while 
bypassing critical thinking.

Additionally, the study applies the Construal Level Theory (CLT) by Trope and Liberman, which 
examines how psychological distance affects information processing. Al-Baghdadi exploits this by 
highlighting abstract concepts like “jihad” and “caliphate,” distancing his audience from the re-
al-world implications. This abstract and simplistic messaging prevents critical analysis and discour-
ages questioning motivations. Overall, the research uncovers how al-Baghdadi’s rhetoric continues 
to influence and captivate susceptible individuals, sustaining the ideological allure of ISIS.
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 Introduction

In the early 2010s, a shadow rose from the ashes of war-torn Iraq and Syria. Calling itself 
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), it promised a twisted utopia ruled by a ruthless inter-
pretation of faith (Weiss, & Hassan, 2015) . Through brutality and a cunning use of propaganda, 
ISIS carved a bloody path across the region, attracting a disturbing number of young people to its 
twisted banner (Atwan, 2015).

Despite its territorial defeat in 2019, ISIS’s ideological poison lingers (United Nations Secu-
rity Council 2023). Its slickly produced online material, exploiting social media algorithms and 
vulnerabilities in youth seeking belonging and purpose, continues to draw recruits (Winter, 2015). 
Disillusionment with political systems, economic hardship, and a yearning for identity all feed 
into the insidious narrative of a powerful, alternative order (Stern, & Berger, 2015).

Research on persuasion and ideological Islamic discourse explores the ways in which individ-
uals and groups use communication strategies to influence beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors within 
the context of Islamic ideology and religious discourse. This field of study investigates various 
aspects, including:

Rhetorical Techniques, which focused on examining the persuasive methods employed in Is-
lamic discourse, such as Quranic verses, Hadith (sayings and actions of Prophet Muhammad), 
and religious texts, to sway opinion and foster adherence to specific ideologies(Esposito & Moga-
hed, 2008; Abu-Nimer, 2003). as well as Media and Communication which focused Investigat-
ing how modern media, including social media, television, and online platforms, are utilized by 
religious leaders, organizations, and activists to propagate and reinforce ideological perspectives 
within the Islamic world (Bayat, 2013; Hafez, 2017). 

Also, Political Influence Analyzing and how Islamic ideologies are leveraged in political con-
texts, both domestically and internationally, to garner support, mobilize movements, and shape 
policy decisions (Mumby & Thomas, 2016; Wiktorowicz, 2005). in addition, Extremism and 
Radicalization, which focused in Investigating the role of persuasive communication in radical-
ization processes, as well as strategies for countering extremist narratives within Islamic discourse 
(Wiktorowicz, 2005; Mumby & Thomas, 2016). Also, Cultural and Linguistic Aspects, such as 
examining the impact of language, cultural nuances, and regional variations on the effectiveness 
of persuasive communication within Islamic contexts (Esposito & Mogahed, 2008; Bayat, 2013).

Not only that but also, Social Psychology such as applying principles of social psychology to 
understand how individuals are influenced by persuasive messages and how group dynamics con-
tribute to the spread of ideological beliefs (Mumby & Thomas, 2016; Esposito & Mogahed, 2008). 
further, Counter-Messaging which focused on developing and accessing counter-messaging strat-
egies aimed at countering extremist ideologies and promoting tolerance and moderation within 
Islamic discourse (Abu-Nimer, 2003; Hafez, 2017).
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Research in this field seeks to illuminate the power of persuasion within the realm of 
Islamic ideology, shedding light on the mechanisms through which beliefs are shaped, 
contested, and transformed in the contemporary world. It often combines approaches from 
communication studies, political science, religious studies, and social psychology to gain 
a comprehensive understanding of these complex dynamics. However, the digital age has 
presented a new frontier for this interplay, prompting us to ask: How did Al-Baghdadi manage 
to persuade thousands of young Muslims to join his group? What messages and methods 
did he use to connect with young people? This research delves into these critical questions 
by analyzing the rhetorical tactics employed by extremist groups online, focusing on their 
manipulation of religious texts, exploitation of emotional appeals, and utilization of social 
media algorithms.

Literature Review

Throughout history, diverse religious texts and doctrines have functioned as fertile ground for 
ideological foundations. From the moral and ethical guidelines laid out in the Bible and Quran to 
the rich narratives and teachings of countless other faith traditions, these sacred texts have shaped 
not only personal belief systems but also the very fabric of societies across cultures and time 
periods. Their influence extends far beyond individual lives, impacting the broader discourse on 
ethics, governance, and social justice (Armstrong, 2005; Hinnells, 2007).

Enlightenment Era: The 18th century witnessed a pivotal shift in the ideological landscape. 
Enlightenment thinkers like John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Voltaire championed the 
ideals of individual rights, freedom, and the separation of church and state. Their voices chal-
lenged the previously dominant role of religious authority, paving the way for new perspectives 
on human agency and societal structures. This era marked a crucial dialogue between faith and 
reason, laying the groundwork for contemporary discussions on the coexistence of diverse ideo-
logical currents (Gay, 2003; Porter, 2000).

19th Century: The 19th century saw the rise of various political ideologies, each offering 
frameworks for understanding and shaping political systems. Liberalism, conservatism, social-
ism, and nationalism emerged as prominent voices, each advocating for distinct visions of gov-
ernance and social organization. Additionally, Karl Marx’s groundbreaking writings in the mid-
19th century laid the foundation for socialist and communist ideologies, introducing influential 
concepts like class struggle and the critique of capitalism. These ideas had a profound impact on 
political discourse, shaping both theoretical debates and practical movements (Mill, 1859; Burke, 
1790; Marx & Engels, 1848).

20th Century: The 20th century witnessed a proliferation of ideological movements address-
ing social justice, equality, and environmental sustainability. Fascism, feminism, civil rights 
movements, and environmentalism emerged as powerful forces for change, challenging existing 
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power structures and advocating for more equitable and sustainable societies. These movements 
continue to shape the world we live in today, leaving a lasting legacy in our ongoing pursuit of a 
more just and sustainable future (Paxton, 2005; Friedan, 1963; King, 1963; Carson, 1962).

Ideological discourse continues to evolve in the 21st century, fueled by pressing issues like 
identity politics (Anderson, 2021; Eversole, 2023), globalization (Mudde, 2017), and technology 
(Bostrom, 2005). The Black Lives Matter movement, for instance, has sparked renewed debates 
about racial inequality and systemic injustice, echoing historical struggles for civil rights (Ander-
son, 2021). Globalization has fostered the rise of populism and nationalism (Mudde, 2017), while 
technological advancements have given rise to new ideological formations like transhumanism 
and digital utopianism (Bostrom, 2005). The advent of social media, with platforms like Twitter 
and Facebook, has amplified ideological discourse (Pariser, 2011), creating fertile ground for both 
constructive dialogue and unhealthy polarization. Algorithms and design choices on these plat-
forms can often exacerbate existing ideological divides, leading to echo chambers and “filter bub-
bles” (Pariser, 2011). In understanding these contemporary trends, we must remember the rich and 
diverse history of ideological discourse, recognizing how it has shaped societies and individual 
beliefs throughout time (Gutmann & Thompson, 2017). Embracing this complexity and actively 
engaging in respectful dialogue across ideological divides is crucial for navigating the challenges 
and opportunities of the 21st century (Gutmann & Thompson, 2017).

Islamic Ideological Discourse: A Dynamic Evolution

Islamic ideological discourse boasts deep historical roots, evolving over centuries and reflecting 
the rich tapestry of interpretations within the global Muslim community. Its origins trace back to 
pre-Islamic Arabia, where diverse religious beliefs, including polytheism, Christianity, and Judaism, 
coexisted (Esposito, 2022). The advent of Islam in the 7th century CE, marked by the arrival of Prophet 
Muhammad, served as a pivotal turning point (Khalidi, 2011). Revelations received from Allah through 
the Angel Gabriel were compiled into the Quran, Islam’s central text, while Muhammad’s teachings 
and actions, known as the Hadith, further shaped Islamic ideology (Rahman, 2009). Following 
Muhammad’s death, caliphates emerged, laying the groundwork for Islamic governance and expansion 
(Eickelman, 2008). This period also witnessed the flourishing of Islamic jurisprudence and theological 
discussions, with scholars like Imam al-Ghazali and Ibn Taymiyyah contributing significantly to 
theology, jurisprudence, and philosophy, leading to the emergence of diverse schools of thought within 
Islam, such as Sunni, Shia, and Sufism (Esposito, 2022; Abu-Nimer, 2015). Islamic empires like the 
Abbasids, Ottomans, and Safavids exerted a profound influence on Islamic ideology through their 
governance, shaping religious practices, art, culture, and political structures (Kepel, 2012). However, 
the colonial era disrupted the traditional Islamic order, prompting efforts towards modernization and 
reform within Islamic thought, with figures like Muhammad Abduh and Jamal al-Din al-Afghani 
advocating for a more modern interpretation of Islam (Rahman, 2009).
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The contemporary landscape presents a diverse spectrum of Islamic movements and ideologies, 
ranging from conservative and fundamentalist interpretations to progressive and reformist ones 
(Voll, 2003). The Muslim Brotherhood and Salafism are prominent examples of these ideological 
currents within Islam (Kamali, 2012).

Globalization and the dispersal of Muslim communities further complicate 
and enrich Islamic ideological discourse. Interactions with non-Muslim societies 
and the challenges of assimilation and integration have sparked discussions on the 
compatibility of Islam with modernity, democracy, and human rights (Abu-Nimer, 2015). 
Ideological discourse and persuasion are intertwined threads in the tapestry of human societies, 
shaping and influencing collective beliefs and societal norms. Through the deft use of rhetorical 
strategies (Van der Toorn, 2013), this discourse employs persuasive language, framing techniques, 
metaphors, and emotional appeals (Chong & Druckman, 2007) to advance a specific ideology. 
These narratives construct and reinforce social identities (Tajfel & Turner, 1979), as individuals 
gravitate toward ideologies that resonate with their cultural, political, or social backgrounds 
(Brown, 2015). 

The media, both traditional and digital, acts as a crucial megaphone for disseminating and 
amplifying ideological discourse. News coverage, social media platforms, and other forms of 
media actively shape public opinion and influence individual attitudes (McCombs & Shaw, 
1972; Shah, 2014). Cognitive processes like confirmation bias (Nickerson, 1998) and motivated 
reasoning (Kunda, 1990) further influence individuals’ responses to ideological messages, often 
leading them to resist information that challenges their existing beliefs.

Psychological and emotional appeals are potent tools wielded by ideological discourse 
(Osgood, 2004). Leveraging emotions like fear, hope, and identity plays a fundamental role 
in shaping individual attitudes and beliefs (Keriek & Douglas, 2018). Understanding various 
psychological factors and persuasion theories, such as the Elaboration Likelihood Model (Petty & 
Cacioppo, 1986), is crucial for analyzing the impact of ideological discourse.

Countering or debunking ideological discourse requires diverse strategies. Fact-checking 
initiatives (Lazer et al., 2018) promote critical thinking and media literacy, empowering individuals 
to analyze information objectively. Additionally, offering alternative narratives and fostering open 
dialogue can provide counterpoints to dominant ideological messages (Gerlach & Reicher, 2000).

Cross-cultural perspectives are essential for understanding the effectiveness of ideological 
discourse, as its impact varies across different cultural and societal contexts (Hall, 1973). 
Analyzing how cultural values, norms, and power dynamics influence the reception of ideological 
messages enriches the understanding of this complex phenomenon. 

Studying influential historical examples of ideological discourse provides valuable insights 
into its evolution and enduring impact. Analyzing past instances, like the Civil Rights Movement’s 
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use of rhetoric and media, allows researchers to understand the techniques employed and their 
implications for shaping public opinion (McDougall, 2013).

Extremist Islamic Organizations and the Broader Muslim Community: A Nuanced 
Perspective

Extremist Islamic organizations like the Muslim Brotherhood, ISIS, and Al-Qaeda garner 
attention for their radical and often violent ideologies, which deviate significantly from the 
core principles and teachings of Islam. However, it is crucial to recognize that these groups do 
not represent the beliefs and views of the vast majority of Muslims, who encompass a diverse 
spectrum of interpretations and practices within their faith (Esposito & Mogahed, 2008; Pew 
Research Center, 2017).

The Muslim Brotherhood, established in Egypt in 1928, serves as a complex example. 
While officially renouncing violence in the 1970s, it has faced accusations of promoting radical 
ideologies and supporting violence in certain regions (Gerlach & Reicher, 2000). Their focus 
lies on establishing Islamic governance based on their specific interpretation of Sharia law, often 
expressed through speeches and writings (Brown, 2015).

Emerging in the early 2010s, ISIS gained notoriety for its extreme interpretation of Islam and 
brutal actions, including acts of terrorism and territorial control. Their propaganda, encompassing 
speeches and videos, advocates for the establishment of a global caliphate and endorses violent 
jihad against perceived enemies, even targeting other Muslims (Abou El-Khayr & Winter, 2016).

Al-Qaeda, founded by Osama bin Laden, holds global infamy for its involvement in numerous 
terrorist attacks, including the September 11th tragedy. Their messages often revolve around a 
jihadist agenda aimed at combating perceived Western and secular influences in Muslim-majority 
countries (Kepel, 2012). These organizations have employed various media channels, including 
online forums, social media platforms, and video releases, to disseminate their messages and 
ideologies. It is crucial to approach their rhetoric with critical skepticism, recognizing that their 
interpretations of Islam are considered extremist and rejected by the vast majority of Muslims and 
legitimate Islamic scholars (Bayat, 2013; Esposito, 2011).

Governments, religious leaders, and organizations worldwide have actively countered 
the influence of extremist ideologies. Initiatives promoting a more moderate and peaceful 
interpretation of Islam are underway, with many Muslim scholars and organizations condemning 
the actions and ideologies of extremist groups and offering alternative narratives grounded in 
tolerance and understanding (Gerlach & Reicher, 2000; Bunce, 2016).
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Deconstructing ISIS’s Recruitment Success: A Multifaceted Examination

ISIS’s ability to convince thousands of young people to join their cause remains a complex 
and multifaceted puzzle demanding a comprehensive literature review. Academic investigations, 
insightful reports, and expert analyses shed light on the intricate tapestry of factors weaving 
together this phenomenon.

One key thread in this tapestry is the undeniable influence of online propaganda and social 
media (Mallett & Gurr, 2014). ISIS masterfully exploited platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and 
Telegram to spread their message, attract followers, and glorify their actions. The organization’s 
online presence functioned as a virtual magnet, drawing in vulnerable individuals seeking a sense 
of belonging and purpose (Bruneau & King, 2016).

Psychological manipulation also played a potent role in recruitment (Kruglanski & Reich, 
2013). ISIS recruiters employed tactics that exploited emotions like anger, alienation, and the 
yearning for belonging. Vivid imagery, narratives of heroism, and promises of a utopian Islamic 
state served as tools to manipulate susceptible individuals (Hussain, 2015).

For many recruits, identity and belonging played a crucial role (Kundnani, 2009). ISIS 
offered them a chance to be part of something bigger than themselves, escaping the isolation and 
marginalization they might have experienced in their home countries. This sense of community 
and shared purpose served as a powerful motivator (Moghadam, 2016).

The pathways to radicalization were far from uniform, encompassing social networks, 
religious institutions, and personal experiences (Horgan & Conway, 2015). Some individuals 
were radicalized within their local communities or mosques, while others were influenced by 
friends or family members already harboring extremist ideologies (Bakker & Boon, 2018). For 
some, the allure of foreign fighters and the promise of adventure also contributed to joining ISIS 
(Wiktorowicz, 2015). Additionally, socioeconomic factors such as high unemployment rates and 
economic disparities increased the vulnerability of certain individuals (Mumby & Thomas, 2016).

Counter-terrorism measures have faced considerable challenges (Richardson, 2016). Tackling 
the root causes of radicalization, promoting community engagement, and developing effective 
online counter-narratives are identified as crucial strategies in combating this phenomenon 
(Bartlett & Miller,2018).

Methodology

One valuable framework for analyzing al-Baghdadi’s persuasive strategies is the Elaboration 
Likelihood Model (ELM) (Petty & Cacioppo, 1986). This model posits two routes to persuasion: 
the central route, which relies on logical reasoning and evidence, and the peripheral route, which 
leverages emotional appeals and simplistic narratives. Al-Baghdadi’s speeches predominantly uti-
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lize the peripheral route, employing vivid imagery, emotional language, and simplistic promises 
of grandeur to resonate with vulnerable individuals. By focusing on emotions rather than engaging 
in logical argumentation, he effectively bypasses critical thinking and sways his audience, particu-
larly those susceptible to extremist ideologies. Another valuable framework to consider when ex-
amining al-Baghdadi’s rhetoric is the Construal Level Theory (CLT) (Trope & Liberman, 2010). 
This theory focuses on how psychological distance affects the level of abstraction in information 
processing. Al-Baghdadi strategically exploits this theory by emphasizing abstract concepts like 
“jihad” and “caliphate,” distancing his audience from the real-world implications of his words and 
hindering critical thinking. By keeping his messaging high-level and simplistic, he discourages 
questioning the underlying motivations and consequences of his extremist ideologies.

Analyzing al-Baghdadi’s rhetoric through the lenses of ELM and CLT underscores the potent 
persuasive power of extremist discourse and the need for thorough understanding of its impact. 
Recognizing the strategies employed by individuals like al-Baghdadi can inform the development 
of countermeasures and initiatives to combat their influence. Furthermore, these frameworks shed 
light on the underlying vulnerabilities that lead individuals to extremism, highlighting the impor-
tance of addressing these vulnerabilities through education, community engagement, and mental 
health support.

Analysis

On 5-7-2014, the Islamic State Organization (ISIS) broadcasted a video recording of the 
leader of the organization,Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, after the success of the group in taking con-
trol of vast territories in Iraq and Syria, including oil fields. His first appearance was broadcast 
from one of the archaeological mosques in the city of Mosul.  Al - Baghdadi’s historic appearance 
was a great surprise toall the observers of the crises in the Middle East. Baghdadi’s message was 
clear: his appearance was to announce the birth of the new Islamic state and to legitimize the new 
country through the emergence of its leader. It was also a message to engenderconfidence to the 
followers who did not know Baghdadi except through written statements.

At the beginning of the tape, a broad black background appeared with music, the sounds of 
human melodies similar to the song but non-music white script at the bottom of the screen:”Spe-
cial coverage for the Friday sermon and prayer at the Great Mosque in Mosul 6 Ramadan 1435”. 
The tape begins with the “caliph” al-Baghdadi, ascending the platform step by step. Once the 
Caliph arrived at the pulpit, he turned quietly towards the worshipers and put his left hand 
over his chest, saying in a quiet voice: “Peace be upon you, God’s mercy and blessings.” Then 
he sat and showed only his head in the scene. The voice of the beautiful muezzin drew the atten-
tion of the Muslim audience.  The al azan is an Arabic word, which is Islamic calligraphy and is an 
invitation to pray released five times over mosques’ loudspeakers.  The camera moved among the 
worshipers where the majority of young people were dressed in sportswear. There were no elder-
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ly worshipers among the group, which meant that tribal sheiks in and around Mosul had not yet 
offered loyalty to the caliph. The camera moved away from three angles indicating that ISIS used 
several cameras to create a professional appearance of the event.  There was affront, right and left 
view, and then the camera returned to focus on the pulpit and the ISIS flag next to al Baghdadi, 
sized to ensure the presence of the image, but not to overwhelm it. It was a message meaning the 
Islamic state of ISIS had become a reality.

The beard of the Caliph was a mixture of black and white, which meant he had not progressed 
much in age. He put the pal of his hand on his chest, his voice was high and he did not scream at his 
followers, which indicated empowerment, tranquility, and confidence had taken root. Striking in 
the video was al-Baghdadi’s apparel.  He was allegedly the Caliph of dark black robes, which 
were unlike those worn by former jihadists like Osama bin Laden, who usually preferred to wear 
white.

In his first speech, Evoking the Golden Age: Baghdadi repeatedly references the virtues of 
past Islamic empires, particularly the early Caliphate, as a model for his newly declared state. He 
describes the “nation (ummah)” united in faith, the “patience” and “fighting” spirit of the early 
believers, and the “month of Ramadan” as a time for “great deeds” like jihad. By drawing paral-
lels to this idealized past, he seeks to evoke feelings of nostalgia and pride among his audience, 
suggesting his caliphate will restore the glory of Islam.

Selective appropriation of history: Baghdadi carefully selects historical narratives that support 
his agenda while glossing over the complexities and contradictions of real-world events. He em-
phasizes the unity and strength of early Islamic armies while downplaying internal conflicts and 
periods of decline. This selective approach creates a romanticized version of history that serves 
his own ends.

Legitimating his leadership: By claiming to follow in the footsteps of revered historical figures 
like the Prophet Muhammad and early Caliphs, Baghdadi attempts to establish his own legitimacy 
as a leader. He uses the language of tradition and religious duty to justify his actions and silence 
potential dissenters. This strategy is particularly effective for young Muslims seeking a sense of 
belonging and purpose within a romanticized vision of Islamic history.Impact:

Baghdadi’s manipulation of historical narratives proved effective in attracting followers, par-
ticularly among disillusioned youth yearning for a sense of identity and belonging. However, it 
also generated criticism from those who challenged his selective interpretation of history and 
his claim to represent a pure and unified Islamic state. The long-term effectiveness of this tactic 
remains debatable, as the historical complexities of Islam and the evolving aspirations of Muslim 
youth cannot be easily contained within a romanticized and idealized past.

He tried to enforce the rule of Allah (Sharia) in his speech. Perhaps al-Baghdadi wanted 
to flirt with a large group of Muslim youth who felt dissatisfied with the authoritarian govern-
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ments in the region. «We will apply the law of God in this country with all the strength and firm-
ness» al-Baghdadi said. By doing this, he was encouraging the fighting of corruption, the sprea
ding of justice, and the the enforcing of Islamic law. Al-Baghdadi took advantage of the misery 
of young Muslims who lived under corrupt regimes or in conflict zones by declaring the 
establishment of a unified Islamic state that would fight corruption and would resemble the first 
Islamic caliphate that had led the world for many centuries. Using the words, «The interests of the 
nation and justice will be the foundations of this nation,» he was trying to attract the emotions of 
young people who dreamed of a better future.

In a bold public address, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, then leader of the Islamic State (IS), ex-
tended an unprecedented invitation. He beckoned doctors, engineers, judges, and other skilled 
Muslims to migrate and join his nascent state, promising a chance to serve Islam and a community 
of believers. This deliberate appeal, laden with religious and historical references, unveils layers 
of Baghdadi’s strategy and ideology.

Baghdadi’s confidence was palpable. He proclaimed the “birth of the Islamic Caliphate State,” 
attributing its existence to the “victory and empowerment” achieved through jihad and patience. 
By invoking the concept of the caliphate, a historical political system absent in contemporary 
Muslim societies, he aimed to evoke a sense of nostalgia and legitimacy, weaving a narrative of 
a glorious past restored.

His speech carefully balanced pronouncements of strength with promises of justice. He vowed 
to “avenge the oppressed Muslims around the world,” wielding the imagery of a protector against 
perceived enemies. However, the specifics of this retaliation remained shrouded, leaving room for 
both fear and hope within his audience.

Beyond mere rhetoric, Baghdadi laid out the pillars of his vision. He emphasized the dual forc-
es of Sharia law, “a book’s guide,” and jihad, the “sword of victory.” These references, rooted in 
Islamic history and scripture, served to legitimize his approach and rally support from those who 
resonated with the ideals of a divinely ordained society. Interestingly, Baghdadi portrayed himself 
as a reluctant leader, quoting the Prophet’s successor to emphasize the burden of responsibility. 
This carefully crafted humility aimed to solidify his authority while simultaneously appealing to 
the democratic spirit embedded in some Islamic traditions.

The eloquence of Baghdadi’s speech was undeniable. His smooth delivery and carefully cho-
sen words aimed to project an image of knowledge and competence, qualities deemed essential for 
a leader. He further bolstered his authority by citing Quranic verses promising inevitable victory, 
subtly aligning his cause with divine favor. Critics, however, saw the speech as a mere perfor-
mance, a masterful display of self-promotion and ideological consolidation. They observed the 
absence of concrete political engagement, suggesting an inward focus on establishing Baghdadi’s 
image and the caliphate’s legitimacy.
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Ultimately, Baghdadi’s speech served as a multifaceted tool. It was a call to arms, a promise of 
protection, a justification for his rule, and a performance of legitimacy. While his vision appealed 
to some, it also raised concerns about violence, intolerance, and the manipulation of religious and 
historical narratives. Deconstructing his words allows us to understand the complex motivations 
behind the establishment of the caliphate and its implications for both its supporters and oppo-
nents.

In overall, Analyzing Baghdadi’s Speech through ELM and CLT Lenses:

ELM (Elaboration Likelihood Model) Analysis:

High Elaboration Triggers: Vivid Imagery: Al-Baghdadi’s speeches often utilized vivid de-
scriptions of past victories and utopian promises of a future Caliphate. This visual storytelling 
was meant to engage the audience’s imagination and emotions, thereby fostering deeper cognitive 
processing.

Repetition and Anchoring: By constantly referencing the Caliphate and anchoring it with re-
vered historical and religious concepts like jihad and Islamic unity, Al-Baghdadi aimed to en-
trench these ideas in the audience’s mind, giving them more weight and perceived legitimacy.

Emotional Appeal: He strategically evoked emotions such as frustration with current socio-po-
litical situations and pride in Islamic history. Emotional triggers can prompt listeners to engage 
more thoroughly with the message as they resonate on a personal level.

Low Elaboration Risks: Vagueness and Practicality: Despite his compelling narratives, 
Al-Baghdadi often lacked clarity on the practical steps toward achieving his ambitious vision. 
This vagueness could lead to low elaboration, as listeners might question the feasibility of the 
Caliphate and be less inclined to invest cognitive effort in processing the message.

CLT (Cognitive Load Theory):

Cognitive Load Management:

Chunking Information: Al-Baghdadi effectively segmented the overarching concept of the 
Caliphate into more manageable parts. He framed it as a “solution to problems” and a “declaration 
of unity,” making the ambitious concept more digestible.

-Prioritizing Information: He emphasized core ideas like the state’s power and success, which 
aligned with the audience’s intrinsic desires for security and belonging. 

This focus helped streamline the core message and avoid overloading the listeners.

Providing Cues and Schemas: Al-Baghdadi linked his points to familiar historical references, 
such as past Islamic empires. This strategy helped listeners quickly and intuitively understand and 
accept his message by grounding it in well-known schemas.
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Risk of Overload:

Volume and Complexity: The speeches often included a large volume of information com-
bined with complex religious and historical terminology. For listeners not well-versed in these 
specifics, this could lead to cognitive overload, making it difficult to grasp the overall message.

Overall Analysis:

Al-Baghdadi’s speeches were meticulously crafted to exploit both ELM and CLT principles. 
By combining vivid, emotionally resonant imagery with structured and familiar references, he 
aimed to maximize the impact of his messages.

Strategic Evocation of Emotions: By tapping into emotions like frustration and pride, he cre-
ated a strong motivational pull, essential for high elaboration and deeper processing.

Conceptual Framing: Breaking down complex ideas into simpler, relatable concepts and pri-
oritizing key information helped manage cognitive load, making it easier for audiences to digest 
and internalize his vision.

Despite these tactical maneuvers, the inherent vagueness and the potential for cognitive over-
load presented significant challenges. While he effectively engaged those already inclined to his 
message, others might have found the details overwhelming or the goals impractical.

In conclusion, Al-Baghdadi’s speeches reflect a potent blend of persuasive techniques ground-
ed in psychological theories, designed to captivate, engage, and recruit. The balance between high 
elaboration and manageable cognitive load was key to his communication strategy, though not 
without its inherent risks and limitations.

Conclusion

Extremist discourse, particularly within the realm of Islamic extremism, poses a pressing and 
persistent threat to global security. Understanding the persuasive tactics employed by these groups 
and the patterns they follow is crucial in dismantling their dangerous ideologies. This research 
delves into the realm of extremist discourse, specifically focusing on the speeches of Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi, former leader of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), to provide valuable insights 
into their strategies and potential countermeasures.

One key finding emerges from the descriptive analysis of Baghdadi’s letters and 
pronouncements: the intricate interplay between persuasive rhetoric and religious manipulation. 
He artfully weaved verses from the Holy Quran into his speeches, crafting narratives of grandeur 
and promises of a utopian Islamic state. This strategic use of religious language resonated with 
a segment of Muslim youth, particularly those vulnerable to feelings of marginalization and 
disenfranchisement.
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Despite the potency of Baghdadi’s rhetoric, it is important to acknowledge that ISIS did not 
achieve its ultimate goals of establishing a global caliphate. Military interventions, while necessary, 
offer only temporary solutions. The challenge lies in combating the underlying ideological appeal 
that continues to resonate with some Muslim youth. This necessitates a shift towards ideological 
battles, where intellect and alternative narratives prevail over force.

To effectively counter extremist narratives, it is crucial to engage in comprehensive research. 
Understanding the patterns and strategies employed by extremist organizations empowers 
policymakers and academics to develop targeted counter-narratives that resonate with vulnerable 
individuals. These counter-narratives should go beyond mere refutations and offer positive 
alternatives that address the underlying grievances and aspirations exploited by extremists (Abu-
Nimer, 2003; Hafez, 2017).

Fostering dialogue and critical thinking among Muslim youth is another vital tool in 
combating extremist discourse. Open and honest discussions, facilitated by partnerships between 
governments, educational institutions, and religious leaders, can challenge extremist narratives 
and expose young individuals to alternative perspectives (Esposito & Mogahed, 2008; Bayat, 
2013).

Furthermore, it is crucial to address the socio-economic and political conditions that create 
fertile ground for extremist ideologies to take root (Wiktorowicz, 2005; Mumby & Thomas, 
2016). Tackling issues such as poverty, unemployment, and political disenfranchisement can help 
alleviate grievances and diminish the appeal of extremist solutions.

In conclusion, this research on extremist discourse, particularly focused on the persuasive 
tactics of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, provides valuable insights into the complex challenges we face. 
While military interventions may dismantle the physical presence of extremist groups, the battle 
against their ideologies requires a multifaceted approach focused on research, counter-narratives, 
dialogue, and addressing root causes. By prioritizing intellectual engagement and positive 
alternatives, the international community can work towards long-term solutions and safeguard 
our societies from the dangers of extremist discourse. It is imperative that we continue to invest in 
understanding and combating these ideologies to protect vulnerable individuals and build a more 
peaceful future.
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